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In 1772, Ireland was still under the feudal system, where wealthy barons owned all the land and

tenant farmers had to pay them rent. The Reverend William Martin spoke about this. Members of his

church had been reduced to poverty because of the need to pay these excessive rents. He

therefore proposed that they pool their resources, charter ships and sail to South Carolina where

free land was available. Originally, just a few planned to go. But, as word spread, huge numbers

joined the group. It eventually came to 467 families, or five boatloads. This book provides the history

of these voyages, the names of the passengers, and documents the land they received and the

places where they ultimately settled in South Carolina. The ancestors of the author were among the

more than one thousand passengers who arrived on these five ships. Many of them joined the

American Revolution and fought against the British when the Revolutionary War broke out three

years later. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.
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Not much help for those researching their history unless you already know the names in the book

and only want proof of migration. I suggest borrowing the book.

I love to "dig" into the past on Ancestry.com. Like to have publications that are a big help with filling

in the blanks or answering questions. This has book helped with that.

Good to know information about the people who might be my ancestors. They lived in SC , rumored



to be Irish. I will keep digging into their history.
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